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1.  What are rights? 

- The variety of types of rights (e.g. human rights, promissory rights, rights created by 

regulations...) 

- Rights and correlative duties 

- Duties and agent-relativity 

 

2. How to justify any rights and duties 

- The ‘paradox of deontology’, and the difficulty it presents for rights 

- Overcoming this difficulty: Agent-relativity as constitutive of valuable relationships and 

communities 

- Respect for agent-relativity endorsed by collective principles 

 

3. Human rights: moral foundations 

- Various meanings for ‘human rights’ (legal, moral...) 

- Two key components to the moral foundations of human rights: 

- (a) Human rights as constitutive of the ‘community of humankind’ (without which there would 

be no justification for human rights) 

- (b)  ‘Trumping’ or ‘powerful’ need-based reasons as distinctive grounds for human rights 

 

4. Human rights: positive as well as negative? 

- Does point (b) support implausible assistance rights (because needs can be met as much by 

assistance as by noninterference)?   

- The importance of demandingness and conflicts 

- Human rights as held against the collective rather than (or as well as?) the individual 

 

5. Conclusion: What kind of ‘human community’ are we? 

- The policy implications of our reflections on moral foundations 
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