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Current Position  
 
Associate Professor  in Political Science, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.  
 
Teaching load: Comparative Politics (6 CFU), 1st level Degree Course in Politics and International 
Relations; Mediterranean Politics (4 CFU), 2nd level Degree Course in EU Governance and International 
Politics; Democratic Transitions in Mediterranean Countries, PhD course in Global Politics and European 
Integration run at the Scuola Superiore of the University of Catania; Mediterranean Politics, elective course 
at the Master in European Studies, LUISS Guido Carli, Rome. 
 
Chair of the 1st level Degree Course in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, 
University of Catania. 
 
Scientific responsible and coordinator of the European Jean Monnet Module EU Roles in International 
Governance funded by the European Commission for the years 2005-2010 
http://www.fscpo.unict.it/europa/EU_roles.htm 
 
Member of the Editorial Board of International Journal of EuroMediterranean Studies and Italian 
Political Science (IPS). 
 
 
Previous Lecturing and Research Activities 
 

 Former Secretary General of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP) www.sisp.it 
 

 Researcher in Political Science, University of Catania (2002-2004). 
 

 Supervisor for the students of the ‘Mediterranean Master’s Degree in Human Rights and 
Democratization’, University of Malta, academic years 2003-2004 and 2000-2001. 

 
 Research Fellow in EU Politics and International Relations, University of Catania, Department of 

Political Studies (1999-2002). 
 

 Tutor of the virtual seminar Globalization and European Identity, training course within the Virtual 
Forum of European Studies CEFES 2000 attended by the students of the EU Politics Course (academic 
year 1999-2000, University of Catania).  

 
 Holder of the Italian Chair of Mediterranean Diplomacy and Relations at the Mediterranean 

Academy of Diplomatic Studies, University of Malta (academic years 1997-1998 & 1998-1999). 
Academic activities: lecturing of two one-term courses, International History and Highlights of 
Mediterranean History, and a session on Research and Writing Methods at MA level (Master of Arts in 
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Diplomatic Studies); supervision of research papers and MA theses; organisation of training seminars 
and conferences. 

 
 Seminars on Interest Representation at EU Level and EU Relations with Mediterranean Countries, 

European Institute of Cyprus, University of Siena and University of Catania. 
 

 Research Grant on Regional Interest Representation at EU Level funded by the University of Catania 
awarded upon public competition (November 1997-October 1999). 

 
 Teaching Assistant in Comparative European Survey Data at the 30th Essex Summer School in Social 

Science Data Analysis & Collection, University of Essex (July-August 1997). 
 

 Post-Graduate Student Assistant in International Relations and Political Science at the Faculty of 
Political Science, University of Catania, since June 1994.  

 
 Researcher in EU policies (education, agriculture, and external relations) at the Osservatorio Europa 

Mezzogiorno, a study centre based in Catania funded by the European Parliament (November 1993 - 
February 1994). 

 
Education 
 
 PhD in International Relations, Università degli Studi di Padova (June 1999). Thesis: The Third 

Level: The Evolution of EU Interest Representation. 
 
 Training Course for ‘Operatore Comunitario’, with a grant of SIOI (Società Italiana per 

l’Organizzazione Internazionale), Rome (October - November 1993). 
 

 12 July 1993 Bachelor of Political Science (International Politics) with honours (110/110 cum 
laude) Università degli Studi di Catania. Dissertation on the European Parliament. 

 
Publications  
 
• L'Unione Europea come attore esterno delle transizioni democratiche. Una comparazione tra Balcani 

Occidentali, Medio Oriente e Nord Africa, con Rosa Rossi, in Longo F. (a cura di), L'Unione Europea e 
il "cerchio di amici": Sicurezza Europea e Politica di Vicinato, Giuffré editore, Milano, 2008, pp. 129-
167;  

 
• La costruzione di regimi regionali di sicurezza: il caso critico del Mediterraneo, in Luciano Bardi, 

Federica Bicchi e Serena Giusti (a cura di), Dimensioni e dilemmi della sicurezza nel Mediterraneo, 
Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli, 2008, pp. 43-74; 

 
• The EU as a democracy and human rights promoter in the Mediterranean: a critical view, in van 

Doorn M. & von Meijenfeldt R. (eds), Democracy. Europe’s Core Value?, Eburon, Delft, pp. 167-184; 
 
• Sicurezza e cooperazione, in Cassano F. e Zolo D. (eds), L’alternativa Mediterranea, Feltrinelli, 2007, 

pp. 556-583;  
 
• The constraints on EU action as a ‘norm exporter’ in the Mediterranean, in Elgström O. & Smith M. 

(eds), The European Union’s Roles in International Politics, Routledge, London/New York, 2006, 136-
154; 

 
• Promoting human rights and democracy in European Union relations with Russia and China, in 

Lucarelli S. & Manners I. (eds), Values and Principles in European Union Foreign Policy, Routledge, 
London/New York, 2006, pp. 130-146; 
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• Security cooperation in the Mediterranean: the EMP instruments to appease different security 

perceptions, con Fulvio Attinà in M. G. Melchionni (ed), Le relazioni transmediterranee nel tempo 
presente, Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli (CZ), 2005, pp. 407-430.  

 
• La Commissione europea nell’Unione a 25: tra influenza nazionale e autonomia sopranazionale, in 

Baldini G. (ed), Quale Europa? L'Unione oltre la crisi, Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli (CZ), 2005, pp. 85-
109;  

 
• L’allargamento dell’Unione Europea al Mediterraneo, in Scartezzini R. e Milanese J. (eds), 

L’allargamento dell’UE nello scenario geopolitico europeo, Franco Angeli, Milano, 2005, pp. 109-140;  
 
• European Citizenship and European Identity: from Treaty Provisions to Public Opinion Attitudes, in 

Moxon-Browne E. (ed.), Who Are The Europeans Now?, Ashgate, Aldershot, 2004, pp. 19-38; 
 
• A New Euro-Mediterranean Cultural Identity (editor), Frank Cass, London, 2003; 
 
• The EuroMediterranean Partnership in Perspective: the political and institutional context, in 

Panebianco S. (ed.), A New Euro-Mediterranean Cultural Identity, Frank Cass, London, 2003, pp. 1-20; 
 
• Conclusions: Towards a Mediterranean cultural identity? in Panebianco S. (ed.), A New Euro-

Mediterranean Cultural Identity, Frank Cass, London, 2003, pp. 179-188; 
 
• Sfide e prospettive per un’identità mediterranea “plurale”, in FOEDUS, 2002, n. 3, pp. 63-76; 
 
• La PESC e la crisi dell’Europa sud-orientale, in Attinà F. et als, La politica di sicurezza e difesa 

dell’Unione Europea, CeMiSS Ricerca, Artistic and Publishing Company, Roma, 2001, pp. 143-158; 
 
• La cittadinanza europea e il processo di europeizzazione: verso quale identità europea?, in Melchionni 

M. G. (ed), L’identità europea alla fine del XX secolo, Biblioteca della <<Rivista di Studi Politici 
Internazionali>>, Firenze, 2001, pp. 293-311;  

 
• The EMP’s Innovative Dimension of a Cultural Dialogue: prospects and challenges, in Attinà F. & 

Stavridis S. (eds), The Barcelona Process and Euro-Mediterranean Issues from Stuttgart to Marseille, 
Giuffrè, Milano, 2001;  

 
• Burocrazia europea e interessi organizzati: il lobbying articolato e continuo sulla Commissione, in 

‘Amministrare’, 2001, 2, Il Mulino; 
 
• Il lobbying europeo, Giuffré, Milano, 2000; 
 
• Relations between Interest Groups and Party Groups in the European Union, in Bell D. & Lord C. 

(eds), Transnational Parties in the European Union, Ashgate, Aldershot, 1998, pp. 151-167; 
 
• The EU Institutions faced with Non-Economic Interests: from market needs to consumer protection, in 

P. H. Claeys, C. Gobin, I. Smets & P. Winand, Pluralisme, lobbyisme et intégration européenne, Presses 
Interuniversitaires Européennes (PIE), Bruxelles, Coll. «La Cité européenne» n. 16 1998, pp. 345-372; 

 
• La influencia de los grupos de presión sobre el proceso decisorio comunitario, in Arana Muñoz, Attinà 

et al., El proceso decisorio comunitario. Negociación, adopción y evaluación de decisiones en la Unión 
Europea, Servicio de Publicaciones de l’Universidad de Alcalà, Alcalà de Henares, 1995, pp. 45-63; 

 
• Cittadini, elezioni e sondaggi europei, in Attinà F., Longo F. e Panebianco S., Identità, partiti ed elezioni 

nell’Unione Europea, Cacucci, Bari, 1995, pp. 77-104; 
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• I cittadini e lo sviluppo politico dell’Unione, in Attinà F. e Velo D. (eds.), Dalla Comunità all’Unione 

Europea, Cacucci, Bari, 1994, pp. 221-229. 
 
Publications in print  

 
• The EU involvement in the Mediterranean: changing priorities and strategies?, in Quaderni Futuribili, 

ISIG, Gorizia. 
 
• The EU as a Selective Migration-Controller in the Mediterranean? EU Political Discourse, 

Regional Cooperation and Migration Flows with Marcello Carammia, in Ángel Chueca, Irene 
Blázquez and Víctor Gutiérrez (eds), Migraciones en el Mediterràneo: un reto, University of Saragoza. 

 
• La politica commerciale dell’Unione Europea; La politica comunitaria di cooperazione allo sviluppo; 

La politica dei diritti umani dell’Unione Europea; Le relazioni esterne dell’Unione Europea con i 
paesi dell’Europa centro e sud-orientale, la Russia e i Nuovi Stati Indipendenti; Le relazioni tra 
l’Unione Europea e il Mediterraneo; Le relazioni tra l’Unione Europea e i paesi dell’Africa, dei 
Caraibi e del Pacifico; Le relazioni tra l’Unione Europea e l’America Latina; L’Unione Europea e 
l’Asia, in Attinà F. (a cura di), EU as a Global Actor, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing. 

 
Publications on-line 
 
o A review of PhD Research Projects conducted within political science PhD Programmes run at Italian 

Universities, (the professional SISP journal on-line), issue 2, fall 2008 
 
o The 2007 SISP Congress: Who studies what?, IPS (the professional SISP journal on-line: 

http://www.italianpoliticalscience.org/ ), issue 1, spring 2008, 
http://www.italianpoliticalscience.org/issue1/the-2007-sisp-congress-who-studies-what  

 
o The Italian Political Science Association (Società Italiana di Scienza Politica): An 

evaluation of SISP activities 25 years after its foundation, IPS (the professional SISP journal on-
line: http://www.italianpoliticalscience.org/ ), issue 0, spring 2007, 
http://www.italianpoliticalscience.org/issue0/the-italian-political-science-association-societa-italiana-di-
scienza-politica-an-evaluation-of-sisp-activities-25-years-after-its-foundation  

 
o Security Cooperation in the Mediterranean: EMP Instruments to Mitigate Divergent Security 

Perceptions, con Fulvio ATTINÀ, EuroMeSCo Other Research Papers, July 2004, 
http://www.euromesco.net/euromesco 

 
o EU attempts to export norms of good governance to the Mediterranean and Western Balkan 

countries, con Rosa ROSSI, Jean Monnet Working Paper Series, JMWP 53.04, 2004, 
http://www.fscpo.unict.it/EuroMed/jmwp53.pdf  

 
o Constraints to the EU as a ‘norm exporter’ in the Mediterranean, in CFSP Forum, vol. 2, n. 3, May 

2004, http://www.fornet.info/CFSPforumpastissues.html  
 
o The constraints to EU action as a ‘norm exporter’ in the Mediterranean, in ‘A European Profile in 

Democracy Support’ Reader of the Conference Enhancing the European profile in democracy 
assistance, Den Haag, July 5-6 2004, http://www.democracyagenda.org/reader.php  

 
o Sfide e prospettive per un’identità mediterranea “plurale”, available at: Jura Gentium, Rubriche, 

http://dex1.tsd.unifi.it/jg/it/index.htm  
 
o European citizenship and European identity: from the Maastricht Treaty to public opinion 
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attitudes, Jean Monnet Working Paper Series, JMWP 03/96, 1996, 
http://www.fscpo.unict.it/EuroMed/jmwp03.htm  

 
 
Organisation of conferences and seminars 
 
♦ Responsible of the organization of the Annual SISP Conference, Catania, 20-22 September 2007; 
 
♦ Convenor of the Section on L'Unione Europea tra governance interna ed internazionale; Chair of 

the panel The European Union as Regional Actor in the Mediterranean, Annual SISP Conference, 
Catania, 20-22 September 2007; 

 
♦ Chair of the panel Il ruolo dell’Unione Europea nel sistema politico globale, Annual SISP Conference, 

Trento 14-17 September 2003; 
 
♦ Co-chair of the session Peace and Stability in the Mediterranean: redefining security in the 3rd 

millennium, 4th Pan-European International Relations Conference, Kent University, September 
2001; 

 
♦ The Human Dimension of Security and the EuroMediterranean Partnership, International 

Workshop organized as Holder of the Italian Chair of Mediterranean Diplomacy and Relations at the 
Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies, University of Malta, Malta, May 1999; 

 
♦ Security and Development in the Mediterranean, seminars organised as Holder of the Italian Chair 

of Mediterranean Diplomacy and Relations held at SIOI, Rome, March 1999 and March 1998; 
 
 
Papers presented at International Conferences  
 
◊ Political conditionality in EU Mediterranean Policy: the EU (in)capability to favour concrete prospects 

of change, paper presented at the Conférence ‘La fin du moment democratique? un défi pour 
l’europe’ sous la direction scientifique de Zaki Laïdi du 11 et 12 mai 2007, Sciences Po Paris. 

 
◊ L’influenza dell’Unione Europea sui cambiamenti politici nei paesi del Mediterraneo: tra 

liberalizzazione, transizioni bloccate, quasi-democrazie e autoritarismi elettorali, paper presented at the 
SISP Annual Congress, Padova, 15-17 Settembre 2004. 

 
◊ EU attempts to export norms of good governance to the Mediterranean and the Western Balkans, paper 

with Rosa Rossi presented at the 5th Pan-European International Relations Conference ‘Constructing 
World Orders’, The Hague, 9-11 September 2004. 

 
◊ The constraints to the EU as a ‘norm exporter’ in the Mediterranean, paper presented at the ECPR 

Joint Sessions of Workshops, Uppsala 13-18 April 2004. 
 
◊ The constraints to EU action as a ‘norm entrepreneur’ in the Mediterranean, paper presented at the 

International Peace Studies Conference ‘Sources of Conflict and Prospects for Peace in the 
Mediterranean Basin’, Messina, 17-21 March 2004. 

 
◊ Diversità, Pluralismo e Tolleranza: parole chiave del dialogo interculturale, paper presented at the 

conference organized by the Lions Iterclubs ‘Mediterraneo: dai Conflitti alla Pace’, Siracusa, 6 February 
2004.  

 
◊ Aspetti socio-culturali delle relazioni EuroMediterranee, paper presented at the conference organized 

by the Lions Club Acireale ‘Integrazione tra i paesi euromediterranei: quali prospettive per la Sicilia?’, 
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Acireale, 29 March 2003. 
 
◊ The external dimension of EU human rights and democratisation policy: promoting human rights and 

democracy in the EU relations with Russia and China, paper presented at the Workshop ‘Values & 
Principles in European Foreign Policy’, Villa la Fonte, Istituto Universitario Europeo, Fiesole, 26 October 
2002; 

 
◊ The participation of non-economic interest groups in the European governance paper presented at the 

Workshop ‘Citizenship, Civil Society and Advocacy Coalition in the EU’, University of Trento, 14-15 
December 2001;  

 
◊ La costruzione di regimi di sicurezza: il caso critico del Mediterraneo paper presented at the 

Conference on ‘Evoluzione della Sicurezza nel Mediterraneo’, University of Pisa, 30 November-1 
December 2001;  

 
◊ The Construction of the EuroMediterranean Security System: prospects and pitfalls of the 

institutionalisation process of EuroMediterranean relations paper presented at the 4th Pan-European 
International Relations Conference, University of Kent, 8-10 settembre 2001;  

 
◊ L’allargamento dell’UE: sfide e prospettive nello scenario geopolitico europeo paper presented at the  

International Seminar ‘Scenari per l’allargamento al Mediterraneo’, University of Trento, May 2001; 
 
◊ Quale Partenariato Euro-Mediterraneo : da Barcellona a Marsiglia, paper presented at the training 

seminar ‘Media and human rights’ organised by IPALMO and Istituto Universitario Orientale di 
Napoli, Napoli, March 2001; 

 
◊ The Building of the EuroMediterranean Security System: prospects and pitfalls, paper presented at the 

Jean Monnet Seminar ‘Constructing Security Partnership in Europe, Asia-Pacific and the 
Mediterranean: the Role of the European Union and China’, University of Catania, January 2001; 

 
◊ La cittadinanza europea e il processo di europeizzazione: verso quale identità europea?, paper 

presented at the international conference ‘L’identità europea alla fine del XX secolo’, Rome, October 
2000; 

 
◊ The Institutionalisation of the Barcelona Process: Different Layers of Regional Co-operation, paper 

presented at the 18th General IPRA Conference, Conflict Resolution and Peace Building Commission, 
Tampere, August 2000; 

 
◊ Commonalities and differences between the EuroMed partners: challenges to the multilateral track of 

the EuroMediterranean Partnership, paper presented in the panel on ‘The EuroMediterranean 
Partnership’, ECSA’s Sixth Biennial International Conference, Pittsburgh, June 1999; 

 
◊ Rappresentanza degli interessi e livello di governo: gli attori sub-nazionali come gruppi d’interesse, 

paper presented in the workshop ‘Lo spazio politico europeo. Concetti, politiche pubbliche e sfide per 
l’Italia’, SISP Annual Conference, Milano, June 1998; 

 
◊ Towards a Multi-Level European Interest Representation System: Sub-National Actors as Interest 

Groups, paper presented in the workshop ‘Private Organisations in Global Politics’, 25th ECPR Joint 
Sessions of Workshops, Berna, 27 February - 4 March 1997; 

 
◊ The European Citizenship: from the Content of the Treaty of Maastricht to the Public Opinion 

Attitudes, paper presented at the PhD Seminar ‘Who are the Europeans now? Identity and Citizenship in 
the 1990s’, Carlingford, Ireland, 25-27 October 1996;  
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◊ Relations between Interest Groups and Party Groups in the EU, paper presented at the Postgraduate 
Seminar Week organised by the Santander Group on European Studies, University of Exeter, 6-13 July 
1996; 

 
◊ Sistema partitico e rappresentanza degli interessi: l’emergenza del livello comunitario, paper presented 

at the SISP (Società Italiana di Scienza Politica) Annual meeting, Urbino, 13-15 June 1996;  
 
◊ Interest Representation: from the National Dimension to the European Union level, paper presented at 

the 2nd Pan-European Conference in International Relations, Paris, 13-16 September 1995; 
 
◊ Relations between Interest Groups and Party Groups in the European Union, research project 

presented at the International Meeting ‘The Role of Transnational Political Parties in the Contemporary 
European Union’, Bruxelles, 18-19 May 1995; 

 
◊ I cittadini e il Parlamento Europeo: partecipazione elettorale e sondaggi d’opinione, paper presented at 

the 5th International Conference ‘Le elezioni del Parlamento Europeo, 1979-1994’, organised by 
Società Italiana di Studi Elettorali (SISE), Pavia, 6-8 October 1994.  


